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Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


May 1 AARC Hamfest/Computerfest, Grasonville, MD 

May 1 Nashville ARC, Nashville, TN 615-865-6225 
May 2 Antietam Radio Association, Hagerstown, MD 304-728-7769 
May 2 Metro 70cm Network, Yonkers, NY 914-969-1053 
May 2 Jackson County ARC, Ripley, WV 304-372-2849 
May 14-16 Dayton ARA, Dayton, OH 937-427-3109 
May 29 Champlain Valley ARC, Plattsburgh, NY 518-643-9657 
May 30 Memorial Day Hamfest, West Friendship, MD 410-987-6042 
June 4-6 Atlantic Division/New York State Conv., Rochester, NY 716-424-7184 
June 6 Ole Virginia Hams ARC, Manassas, VA 703-369-2877 
June 12 Forsyth ARC, Winston-Salem, NC 336-723-7388 
June 12 Eastern Pennsylvania Section Convention, Bloomsburg, PA 717-752-6851 
June 13 Northern Kentucky ARC, Independence, KY 513-797-7252 
June 13 Long Island Mobile ARC, Bethpage, NY 516-520-9311 
June 13 Radio Amateur Club of Knoxville, Knoxville, TN — 423-670-1503 
June 19 Raritan Valley RC, Dunellen, NJ 732-968-7789 
June 19 East River ARC, Bluefield, WV 540-326-3338 


‘ond traffic I light, left on Gibbon Street 
ad end at Lee Center Parking Lot. Th 
nee room near the mai iC 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of Auto Call this month is (left to 
right) John Bartone, K4K XK, Richard Harris, KE4SKX, 
and Steve Schneider, K3IZ of the Mount Vernon Amateur 
Radio Club. John, Richard, and Steve are pictured at the 
Mount Vernon ARC's Washington Birthday Special Event 
station which was operated from the greenhouse at Mount 
Vernon, Virginia. 
Photo by Mary Morris, N4TCI 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
WA4AHU : 


The purpose of The ARRL Letter is to provide 
essential news of interest to active amateurs 
promptly and efficiently, and in advance of 
publication in our official journal, QST. The ARRL 
Letter strives to be fast, accurate, concise, and 
readable. Material from The ARRL Letter may be 
reproduced in whole or in part in any form, 
including photo reproduction and electronic 
databases. Credit must be given to The ARRL 
Letter and The American Radio Relay League. 


SHORTWAVE CAN PROVIDE WINDOW TO 
YUGOSLAV ACTION 


You don’t have to tune very far from the 
amateur HF bands to find different perspectives of 
the current crisis in Kosovo. NATO air strikes 
against Yugoslav targets resumed March 26, and 
many overseas correspondents have been expelled 
from Yugoslavia by the Milosevic regime. 


Larry Magne, editor-in-chief of International 
Broadcasting Services Ltd which publishes 
Passport to World Band Radio, says Voice of Russia 
World Service, Radio Tirana, Radio Yugoslavia, 
and the BBC World Service offer a variety of points 
of view on the current happenings in the Balkans. 
International Broadcasting Services keeps an ear 
on world shortwave broadcasts from its primary 
monitoring site in Paraguay. 


“Voice of Russia is interesting because they’ ve 
sort of taken up the Serb cause,” Magne explained. 
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“Tn a way, their reaction is more important because 
they have some clout.” Radio Tirana, from the 
Albanian capital, supports the other side of the 
conflict in which ethnic Albanians in Yugoslavia 
seek some degree of independence, while Radio 
Yugoslavia will offer the perspective of the 
Milosevic regime. Magne said it’s hard to beat 
the BBC World Service for a more neutral position. 


Magne said he considered it a bit odd that Radio 
Yugoslavia, with powerful transmitters installed 
under the Tito regime, still was on the air as of 
March 25, but IBS monitoring indicated the station 
was active on 7115 kHz 0100-0130 UTC. The 
shortwave station is “typically, the first thing they 
go after’ when bombing, he said. 


Voice of Russia and Radio Tirana both can be 
found evenings within the amateur 40-meter band 
(the 41-meter international broadcasting 
allocation). IBS monitored Radio Tirana on 7160 
kHz between 0245 and 0400 UTC. Russia is 
available on 7125, 7180, and 7250, as well as other 
frequencies. IBS has monitored Voice of Russia 
on 12,000, 12,020, 12,040, and 15,595 kHz during 
the last 24 hours. Magne said the economic crisis 
in Russia has made that country’s international 
broadcasting schedule a bit more unpredictable 
than in the days when it was known as Radio 
Moscow. 


Magne says 5975 kHz is the best spot for the 
BBC World Service. Croatian Radio also has been 
heard evenings on 9925 kHz. 


“Radio France Internationale, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, and others are adding 
transmissions to the Balkans, so it is not 
inconceivable that some of the international 
broadcasters with access to large transmitting 
facilities may add frequencies because of the 
Balkan situation,” Magne said. 


Radio B92 (92.5 MHz) in Belgrade has been 
shut down by the Yugoslav government but has 


Continued on page 7 
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‘MEMBER CLUBS 


S Alexandria Radio Club 


AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 


Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club 


Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 


Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 


Calvert Amateur Radio Association 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 
‘Capitol Hill Amateur Radio Society 
Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 


Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 


Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 

Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 


Hanover Area Hamming Association 


Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio 


Club 
Laurel Amatur Radio Club 
Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 


MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 


MADRAS 
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 
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Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 


Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Association 


-Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 


National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Opequon Radio Society | 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Vic Clark Chapter #9 1 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Silver Spring Metro Center Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Association 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Association 


Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 
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attempted to continued to broadcast via the Internet 
to avoid possible censorship. IBS says it has an 
unconfirmed report that the independent Radio B92 
will be rebroadcast on shortwave to Yugoslavia and 
much of Europe. “The shortwave broadcast 
supposedly will operate this weekend from 0700 
UTC (Saturday March 27) on 11415 USB,” Magne 
said. “This reported transmission would appear to 
be via the facilities of an existing Western European 
- hobby pirate station, probably using a modified 
- ham rig and thus at very low power.” 


B92’s Web site, http://www.b92.net/, does not 
mention a shortwave broadcast. The site offers 
English-language broadcasts, but these generally 
have been unavailable since the bombing began. 
The Web site suggests listeners try the Broadcast 
Network if they experience problems. Magne 


confirmed that Radio B92 Web service has been . 


intermittent but said the station was managing to 
get through using telephone lines to fee its audio. 
The Web site also provides news in English and 
Serbian. 


B92 also has been distributing audio files of 
its news bulletins in Serbian at http:// 
www.webactive.com/webactive/events/b92/ 
b92live.ram or http://www.xs4all.nl/~opennet/ 
audio/live-feed.ram. These have been 
intermittently available the past week, but service 
is spotty and disconnects frequently. 


Passport to World Band Radio and Passport to 
Web Radio are available from the ARRL. Passport 
to World Band Radio is $20 (order item 7202); 
Passport to Web Radio is $19.95 (order item 7059). 
Visit http://www.arrl.org/catalog/ for more 
information. 


SPUTNIK 99 TO LAUNCH IN APRIL 


Sputnik 40 Years—the same folks who brought 
you the Sputnik 40 and Sputnik 41 mini-Sputnik 
satellites—will launch a third mini-satellite in 
April. Sputnik 40 Years spokesman Guy Pignolet 
says the third flight model now is aboard a Progress 
rocket in Baikonus, Russia, awaiting transport to 
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the Russian Mir space station April 2. 


Sputnik 99, which likely also will be known 
as RS-19 and possibly as Sputnik 42, will be 
launched by hand from Mir sometime in April 
during a space walk by ESA astronaut Jean-Pierre 
Haignere, FXOSTB, of France. The newest “baby 
Sputnik” was a cooperative effort of Gerard 
Auvray, F6OFAO, of AMSAT-France; Viktor 
Kourilow, of the Astronautical Federation of 
Russia; and Sergei Sambourov, RV3DR, of Energia 
and AMSAT, Russia. Technical details of the latest 
Sputnik are not yet available. 


Haignere is aboard Mir for a six-month tour of 
duty and will return to Earth in August. He has 
occasionally been on the air from the ROMIR setup 
aboard Mir (145.985 MHz). The Air Force General 
is also president of the Aero-Club de France’s 
astronautics commission. 


The last mini-Sputnik, Sputnik 41, was a joint 
project of Aero-Club de France, the Russian 
Aeronautical Federation and AMSAT-France. 
Powered by batteries, it stopped transmitting on 2 
meters December 11 after approximately a month. 
It transmitted a set of pre-recorded voice greetings 
in three languages as well as a beacon. The first 
mini-Sputnik was launched in November 1997 
from Mir to commemorate the 40th anniversary 
of the launching of the original Sputnik satellite. 
It transmitted only a beacon for approximately six 
weeks. 


Sputnik 40 Years is a collaboration’ among high 
school students from College Jules Reydellet in St 
Denis on Reunion Island and students at the Center 
for Polytechnic Education in Naltchik, Russia... 


NASA PROVIDES SPACE QUALIFICATION 
FUNDING TO SAREX/ARISS 


NASA has given a $90,000 boost to the cause 
of giving Amateur Radio a permanent place in 


space. The money, recently transferred to the US- 
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based Space Amateur Radio Experiment (SAREX) 
team from NASA’s Education Office will support 
the space qualification of Amateur Radio hardware 
bound for the International Space Station as part 
of the Amateur Radio on the International Space 
Station (ARISS) program. 


AMSAT-NA’s Vice President for Human 
Spaceflight Programs and ARISS Administrative 
Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, says ARISS 
was “ecstatic” to learn of the subsidy for this crucial 
facet of the ARISS hardware development. “While 
this may sound like a great deal of funding to the 
Amateur Radio community, it represents 
approximately one-seventh of what we expect will 
be required to fully develop all three phases of the 
ARISS hardware system,” he said. 


The ARISS initial station hardware—basically 
dualband H-Ts—is currently being prepared for 
launch this October on STS-101. More 
sophisticated transportable ham gear will be 
delivered in late 2000 or early 2001. The rack- 
mounted permanent station is expected to be 
launched in 2003 or 2004. Qualification testing— 
sometimes called “shake-and-bake testing’”—is 
required of all equipment bound for the ISS or used 
in manned space flight. The detailed, rigorous 
testing sequences are aimed at ensuring crew safety 
and minimizing equipment failure. 


The ARISS team has been working at Goddard 
Space Flight Center with a NASA contractor team 
from Orbital Sciences Corporation to deliver the 
ARISS Safety Data Package and ensure the ARISS 
hardware is flight-qualified. 


_ HAARP AMATEUR TESTS YIELD EARLY 
SUCCESS 


An Amateur Radio experiment conducted 
earlier this month by the High Frequency Active 
Auroral Research Program (HAARP) facility in 
Gakona, Alaska, and amateurs in Alaska and 
Canada, has yielded some encouraging results. 


During the experiment March 20, 2200-2400 
UTC, HAARP attempted to generate what are 
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called “field-aligned irregularities” in the F-region 
over the HAARP facility. Participants, under the 
direction of principal investigator Ed Cole, AL7EB, 
attempted to establish communication by scattering 
VHF signals off the FAI. 


The other participating stations are VY1RM, 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory; VE6JW, Namao, 
Alberta; KL7X, AL7OB, and WL7U, Anchorage, 
Alaska; KL7FZ, Wasilla, Alaska; KL7NO, 


Fairbanks, Alaska, and KL7FB, Palmer, Alaska. - 


The test was conducted at 144.1 MHz. “Using 
KL7X as the source, two stations, WL7BQM and 
AL7EB were able to detect the scattered signal off 
of the field aligned irregularities generated in the 
F-over HAARP,” said HAARP’s Ed Kennedy, 
K3NS. Kennedy said KL7X ran 1 kW into a 28 


dBi EMI antenna. “Measurement of these signals 


was possible for about an hour.” Receiving stations 
used AF9Y FFTDSP software. 


“The scattered signals had an interesting 
Doppler. characteristic and were on the order of 
20-30 dB above the detectable threshold for the 
equipment used by the receiving stations,” 
Kennedy said. “For comparison, I don’t think they 
were nearly as strong as the signals that scatter off 
of the naturally occurring aurora.” 


Kennedy said that Cole has a complete record 
of the test and is busy working on analyzing the 
results with help from WL7BQM and with 
software developer AF9Y. 


Each of the HAARP transmitters can produce 
10 kW of RF output between 2.8 and 10 MHz. 
During the Amateur Radio test on March 20, 
HAARP cranked up its transmitters to full power— 
960 kW—” in order to produce the best possible 
conditions for creating the scatter structures in the 
F-region over the facility,” Kennedy explained. 


A HAARP listening test was held March 26 
and 27. Signals were audible in the Eastern US 
March 26 on both the 6.99 and 3.34 MHz 
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frequencies. 
IN BRIEF: 


* New astro-ham: The expedition commander 
of the first international Space Station crew, US 
astronaut William G. “Shep” Shepherd, has passed 
his Technician test. He’s now KDS5GSL. Shepherd 
will join Russian cosmonauts Yuri Gidzenko and 
Sergei Krikalev, USMIR. 


* ARRL Technical Awards deadline looms: 
Nominations for ARRL technical awards—the 
Technical Service, Technical Innovation, and 
Microwave Developments awards—are due at 
League Headquarters by March 31. Formal 
nominations may be made by any ARRL member. 
’ Supporting information, including the endorsement 
of ARRL affiliated clubs and elected or appointed 
League officials, should be submitted along with 
the nomination document. See November QST, 
page 50, for details. The Technical Service Award 
is given annually to the licensed radio amateur 
whose service to the amateur community and/or 
society at large is of the most exemplary nature 
within the framework of Amateur Radio technical 
activities. The ARRL Technical innovation Award 
is granted annually to the licensed radio amateur 


for technical research, development and application 
of new ideas and future systems in the context of 
Amateur Radio activities. The ARRL Microwave 
Development Award to given for microwave 
development, ie, research and application of new 
and refined uses and activity in the amateur 
microwave bands, along with the bands above 30 
GHz.—Rick Palm, K1CE. 


* Mir PMS operating again: MIREX President 
Dave Larsen, N6CO, reports that recent problems 
with the TNC aboard Mir have been repaired with 
the help of Scott Avery, WA6LIE. Larsen asks Mir 
packet users to refrain from attempting to access 
the PMS if it’s in use by another ground station 
and to not digipeat through the TNC when a ground 
station is connected.—Space News. 


* Marconi Club station in maritime special 
event: The Marconi Radio Club’s WIAA will. 
represent former Cape Cod coastal station WCC 
April 10-11 during the Radio Officers Amateur 
Radio Society special event commemorating the 
end of maritime CW operations. Work crews have 
been at work this month dismantling the former 
WCC antenna site. Some 90 stations worldwide 
are expected to take part in the ROARS event. 
Awards and certificates will be available. 


Do you have a nomination for FAR's 
Ham of the Month? 


Any licensed amateur radio operator in the Auto-Call 
subscription area who has contributed significantly to the 


amateur community can be nominated. Provide a narrative of 
250 to 500 words describing the contributions of the nominee 
and forward to the FAR Ham of the the Month nomination 
chairman, Tony Young, WA3YLO, at 12016 Long Ridge Lane, 
Bowie, MD 20715. 
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By Jack Kelleher 
W4ZC 


ARRL REBUTS LATE-FILED ARGUMENTS IN LF 
PROCEEDING 
(Tnx ARRL Itr v18 #14 4-1-99) 


The ARRL has rebutted assertions that amateur 
LF allocations at 136 and 160 kHz could lead to 
interference with utility-operated power line carrier 
(PLC) systems. The unallocated and unlicensed 
Part 15 PLC systems are used by electric utilities 
to send control signals, data and voice. At the same 
time, the League urged the FCC to issue a Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking to open the LF bands up 
to amateurs. 


Last October, the League petitioned the FCC 
to create low-frequency Amateur Radio allocations 
at 135.7 to 137.8 kHz and 160 to 190 kHz. The 
ARRL proposed a maximum power level of 2 W 
effective isotropic radiated power. The utilities’ 
PLCs operate between 10 and 490 kHz. 


The comments in question—from four parties 
including Commonwealth Edison and ComEd 
employee Mark Simon—arrived at the FCC well 
beyond the December 23, 1998, comment and the 
January 7, 1999, reply comment deadlines. They 
also appear to be the only comments filed on behalf 
of the power industry. 


The League has requested that the FCC strike 
the late-filed comments from the official record. 
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But the ARRL also rebutted their substance in the 
event the FCC decides to accept them anyway. 


FCC SAYS RECIPROCAL PERMITS NOW 
“PAPERLESS” 


ARLB023, 1 April 1999, says that the FCC is 
advising applicants for reciprocal operating permits 


‘that an application is no longer required. Under 


new ULS rules that took effect February 12, the 
FCC Form 610A has passed into history. The new 
rules also will pave the way for US hams to more 
easily operate in most of Europe. The FCC is 
expected to issue a Public Notice in the near future 
that will spell out the details. 


Alien visitors to the US holding an amateur 
license issued by their home country may operate 
in the US without submitting any FCC 
paperwork—provided that a reciprocal operating 
agreement is in effect between the two countries. 
The only documentation required is proof of 
citizenship and an Amateur Radio license issued 
by the country of citizenship. These arrangements 
are similar to long-standing arrangements between 
the US and Canada. 


The new rules move the US a step closer to 
participation in the licensing arrangements of 
CEPT, the European Conference of Postal and 
Telecommunications Administrations. The US 
State Department applied for US participation in 
1997, and the request was approved in early 1998. 
Completion of the final steps to make this a reality 
is understood to be imminent. These include formal 
US. notification, to the. > Européag 
Radiocommunications Office that it is prepared to 
carry out its responsibilities under CEPT 
Recommendation T/R 61-01, and the issuance of 
a Public Notice in English, French and German. 


Under the CEPT arrangements, a US 
Technician licensee will be recognized as holding 
the equivalent of a CEPT Class 2 (VHF-only) 
license. Holders of Tech Plus through Extra tickets 
will have the full HF and VHF privileges of a CEPT 
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Class 1 license. Novice licensees will not be 
eligible. 


Additionally, the ARRL has informed the US 
State Department that it plans to go forward in April 
with arrangements to issue International Amateur 
Radio Permits to US hams in accordance with the 
CITEL Amateur Convention, signed by several 
countries in the Americas. The League has offered 
its services to issue IARPs to US hams. An IARP 
is not a license, but it certifies the existence of a 
license. 


The new rules will not change the procedures 
for US hams wishing to operate overseas in 
countries that are not CEPT members or CITEL 
Amateur Convention signatories: 


FCC’S RILEY HOLLINGSWORTH VISITS 
ARRL HQ 
(Tnx ARRL Letter v18 #12, 2-19-99) 


After six months as the FCC’s top Amateur 
Radio enforcer, Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, says 
he’s pleased with the progress he’s made and the 
support he’s received from the amateur community. 
“T though it would take a year or two years to be at 
this point,” he told ARRL staff members March 
17 during a visit to ARRL Headquarters. ““We’ ve 
had some very good enforcement luck.” 


Amateur Radio enforcement has been “one of 
the few victories the Commission has been having 
these days,” Hollingsworth said, and he doesn’t 
expect the impending FCC restructuring— 
including creation of anew Enforcement Bureau— 
to affect its course or momentum. At the same time, 
Hollingsworth expressed some concern that his 
efforts not be perceived as the FCC “gone crazy” 
on Amateur Radio enforcement. “I don’t want 
people saying, ‘This is too much government,’” 
he said. 


Calling Amateur Radio “a great natural 
resource,” Hollingsworth said he felt privileged to 
be in his current enforcement role and was enjoying 
his work immensely. At this stage in the FCC’s 
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latest enforcement initiative, Hollingsworth says 
he’s still making up for the FCC’s “long period of 
neglect” of amateur enforcement. But he said he 
also looks forward to the day when he’s no longer 
needed. He also said he can appreciate the 
frustrations of the Amateur Auxiliary during the 
years of FCC enforcement neglect and he 
welcomes their cooperation in the future. 


In the weeks ahead, Hollingsworth said he 
hopes to turn his attention to such problems as the 
incursion of unlicensed operators on 10 meters— 
the so-called “freebanders” who often stray onto 
amateur frequencies—as well as the improper 
marketing of equipment to unlicensed individuals 
and examination fraud cases. He also plans to add 
some casual monitoring capabilities at his 
Gettysburg office. “If they know that we’re out 
there bandsurfing, it will help,” he said.. 


ARRL officials and staff members were quick 
to praise Hollingsworth’s successes as well as his 
approach, which has been a combination of stern 
sanctions and “jawboning” with alleged offenders 
to resolve enforcement issues. . 


Cc: recipient list not shown: ; Subject: 
ARLBO16 Low-frequency Experimental license 
issued Organization: American Radio Relay 
League Date:.Pri, 12 Mar 1999, 17:38:23 EST 
From: “ARRL Members Only Web site” 
<memberlist @p1k.arrl.org> Status: 


LOW-FREQUENCY EXPERIMENTAL 
LICENSE ISSUED 
(from ARRL Bulletin 16, 
broadcast March 12) 


The FCC has granted a one-year experimental 
license to the Amateur Radio Research and 
Development Corporation—AMRAD—to 
conduct tests on 136.75 kHz. Experiments would 
be carried out from 12 Northern Virginia sites using 
the call sign WA2XTF to gain low-frequency 
experience in anticipation that the FCC may 
allocate an amateur band at 136 kHz. (Last 
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October, the ARRL petitioned the FCC to create 
two amateur LF allocations at 135.7-137.8 kHz and 
160-190 kHz. Several countries throughout the 
world already enjoy LF allocations around 136 
kHz. These include New Zealand, Great Britain, 
the Republic of Ireland, and several European 
nations) 


Emissions authorized for these tests include 
173-Hz and 450-Hz bandwidth frequency-shift 
data and 100-Hz bandwidth CW. The authorized 
transmitted power is 1 W ERP. The 12 stations will 
operate experimental transmitters, antennas and 
receiving systems using digital signal processing 
techniques. 


Participating in the experimental operation are 
Glenn Baumgartner, KAOESA; David Borden, 
K8MMO; Robert Bruhns, WA3WDR; Hal 

Feinstein, WB3KDU; Terry Fox, WB4JFI; Andre 
~ Kesteloot, N4ICK; George Lemaster, WBSOYP; 
Shannon Mishey, N8TBM; Paul Rinaldo, W4RI; 
David Rogers, K9RKH; Elton Sanders, 
WBSMMB; and John Seely, AA4GM. Rinaldo is 
the ARRL’s technical relations manager. 


While the list of stations is closed and new 
transmitting stations cannot be added, others are 
invited to join the project by listening and reporting 
results. Reception reports should be sent via e-mail 
to Andre Kesteloot, N4ICK, n4ickamrad.org. 
Further information concerning these LF 
experiments will be available on the AMRAD Web 
site, http://www.amrad.org. 


FCC TACKLES HF “SPLATTER” CASES 
(Tnx ARRL Letter v18 #11, 3-12-99) 


The FCC has written nearly two dozen Amateur 
Radio licensees whose 20-meter SSB signals were 
said to be “unusually wide, overpowered, or both.” 
The FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth did not identify 
the specific licensees involved, but he said some 
of them were believed to be over-the-road truckers 
operating mobile. Licensees were in several 
locations, including Illinois, New York, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Puerto Rico, Ohio, 
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Kentucky, North Carolina and Florida. 
Hollingsworth’s letter said information received by 
the FCC indicates that the stations involved 
“ignored requests from other licensees operating 
on adjacent frequencies” to do something about 
the wide signals. He said the operations in question 
were believed to be confined to the high end of the 
20-meter band, above 14.300 MHz. 


A letter from Hollingsworth to 22 Amateur 
Service licensees requests fixed and mobile station 
information about the use of and specifications for 
any linear amplifiers employed on 20 meters as 
well as the use of automatic level control (ALC) 
and mike gain settings. Hollingsworth cited 
Section 308(b) of the Communications Act of 1934 
as authority for the inquiry, calling it “our most 
powerful inquiry tool.” He said the section “gives 
the Commission the authority to require 
information from a radio licensee during the term 
of the license that will enable it to determine 
whether that licensee is qualified to retain a 
Hieensen 


Hollingsworth’s letter pointed out that hams 
are prohibited from occupying more than the 
necessary amount of bandwidth for the particular 
mode and that hams must use the minimum power 
“necessary® to carry out the edesired 
communications.” 


Hollingsworth emphasized that the letters were 
not warning notices but letters of inquiry. The 
affected licensees have 20 days to provide answers 
tothe FCC 


NO FIRST AMENDMENT PROTECTION FOR 
RULES VIOLATORS 
(Tnx Newsline #1124 - 02/26/99) 


If you are one of those hams who feel that you 
can violate the Amateur Service rules and then get 
away with it by claiming the protection of the 
Constitutions’ First Amendment, the FCC has a 
surprise’ for) you.’ Thevhagency is "Raley 
Hollingsworth, K4ZDH says that the First 


Continued next page 
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Amendment is not going to protect rules violators 
in the Amateur Radio Service. The FCC attorney 
says that the two are not even remotely related: 


Hollingsworth: “It has nothing to do with the 
First Amendment. The First Amendment is alive 
and well and certainly does not need any help from 
Amateur Radio. Amateur Radio was not set up to 
enhance the First Amendment. If these groups keep 
it up, they will be on Internet chat lines in the future 
talking about how they pushed for First 
Amendment on ham radio. They will be asking 
whatever did happen to those ham frequencies? 
Who bought them at auction? What third-world 
countries ended up using them for a national 
telephone system? 


This has nothing to do with the First 
Amendment and that is not the justification for 
Amateur Radio.” 


Hollingsworth made that comment in his 
exclusive interview with RAIN Producer Hap 
Holly, KCORP. In another area, Hollingsworth also 
says that the FCC is happy with the results of his 
two forays into on-the-air ham radio trouble spots. 
As a result, K4ZDH has decided to continue to 
show up unexpectedly on the air. Who knows, he 
might even become a part of your next QSO: 


Hollingsworth: “This on the air work will be 
done periodically. We are taking an in-your-face 
approach to clear up the problems and I am more 
than willing to do it.” 


By now you may be wondering what other 
surprises the FCC and Hollingsworth have in store 
as they proceed with this ham radio clean-up. 
There are quite a few including the fact that 
inspectors can now accurately pin point any signal 
within a few feet even if they are monitoring from 
thousands of miles away. To find out more, we 
suggest that you again visit RAIN — the Radio 
Amateur Information Network at: 
WwWw.rainreport.com (Ed: Mr. Hollingsworth’s 
enforcement activities are a welcome change after 
a prolonged period of inactivity in this area). 
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AMATEUR RADIO SPECTRUM PROTECTION 
ACT REINTRODUCED 
(Tnx ARRL Letter v18 #10 3-5-99) 


It’s round two in Congress for the Amateur 
Radio Spectrum Protection Act. At the request of 
the ARRL, Rep Michael Bilirakis introduced the 
1999 version of the proposed legislation, HR 783, 
on February 23. The bill is aimed at ensuring the 
availability of spectrum to Amateur Radio 
operators. It would protect existing Amateur Radio 
spectrum against reallocations to or sharing with 
other services unless the FCC provides “equivalent 
replacement spectrum” elsewhere. Bilirakis, a 
Florida Republican, also sponsored last year’s 
measure, which attracted upwards of 83 cosponsors 
on both sides of the aisle. Rep Frank Pallone Jr, a 
New Jersey Democrat, is the initial cosponsor of 
the 1999 bill. 


ARRL Legislative and Public Affairs Manager 
Steve Mansfield, NIMZA, says the 1999 bill “is 
largely the same as last year’s HR 3572.” The major 
difference is that the 1999 version adds “Amateur 
Satellite Service” frequencies to “Amateur Radio 
Service” in detailing the frequencies that would 
be afforded protection under the act. 


Specifically, HR 783 would amend the 
Communications Act to require the FCC to provide 
“equivalent replacement spectrum” to Amateur 
Radio and the Amateur Satellite Service in the 
event of a reallocation of primary amateur 
allocations, any reduction in secondary amateur 
allocations, or “additional allocations within such 
bands that would substantially reduce the utility 
thereof’ to amateurs. 


Mansfield said it’s too soon to predict how HR 
783 will fare in the new Congress, but said the fact 
that it has been introduced so early in the session 
“bodes well for our prospects.” He said that a 
number of the cosponsors from last year already 
have indicated an interest in signing on again, “so 
I think we’ ll have a lot of support.” 


A copy of the measure is available via the 


Thomas Web site, http://thomas.loc.gov/ 
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FAR Meeting ER, 


Minutes 


March 10, 1999 
Alexandria, VA 


FAR President, Chuck Sommer (N40SD) 
called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. at Lee 
Center in Alexandria, Virginia. 


The attendees introduced themselves. There 
were 20 trustees in attendance representing 22 
member organizations. They were: 


Dan Blasberg KA8YPY LARC/GMRA 

Mary Morris N4TCI MVARC 

Page Pyne WA3EOP Antietam RA/Cheese Hollow 
Don Kirby KR3A Calvert County ARC 

Tim Titus WITRT CARA 

Chuck Sommer N4OSD PG Races/Ares 

Dick Maylott W2YE NCDXA/Sterling Park ARC 
Charles Johnson N3HFO AARC 

Al Brown KZ3AB MEPN/Antietam RA 

Chip Weems W4PBG HEMARC 

Paul M. Tackish KA3GRW Charles County ARC 
Marcia Miller KD4ITP Dulles ARG 

Hugh Katz KB3TB Voice of America ARC 

Alan Bosch KO4ALA Vienna Wireless Society 
Steve Urquiza N3IDX Calvert Amateur Radio 
Jeanne Rexroad N4ZGI Mt. Vernon ARC/NCAC 
Tony Young WA3YLO Anne Arundel Radio Club 
Tim Dugan KA3YYP MD/DC MARS Assoc. 
Hugh Turnbull W3ABC Goddard ARC/ARRL 
Ruth Phillips K3AGR Metrovision ATV/Naval 
Research Lab ARC 


* Secretary s Report - The February minutes 
were approved with no changes. 


* Treasurer s Report - Charles Johnson 
(N3HFO) gave the treasurer’s report, and it was 
approved. 

* Auto-Call - Tony Young (WA3YLO) 


advised that there was nothing new to report. Dan 
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Blasberg (KA8YPY) advised that the clubs listing 
would be reduced to 34 clubs. There are several 
clubs that have mailed their update sheets in and 
will be added in the May issue. 


* Survivor’s Assistance - Tony Young 
(WA3YLO) reported that he has been very busy 
but did not have a current list. Please e-mail Tony 
at tonyy @juno.com. 


* Scholarship Committee - Hugh Turnbull 
(W3ABC) reported that due to many bank 
consolidation, the Scholarship Committee is in the 
process of looking for new institutions to keep the 
various CD s. The committee is looking for the 
ability to keep the various CD s and use the interest 
only to pay the associated scholarships. He also 
reported that the committee has received funds for 
all but two of the scholarships. 


* ARRL Report - Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC) 
reported that the Spectrum Protection Bill has 
enough sponsors and has been introduced in the 
House of Representatives. 


* FARfest - Al Brown (KZ3AB) reported that 
the FARFest committee met on Wednesday March 
3. It was decided at the meeting that Tony Young 
(WA3YLO) would make another trip to scout the 
facility to answer some pending questions. The next 
meeting will be held at the home of Al Brown in 
Laurel, MD. For directions please send an e-mail 
to Al at KZ3AB@ARRL.net or call him at 301- 
490-3188. 


Old Business 


Nomination Committee - Dan Blasberg 
(KA8YPY) reported that he has received one 
nomination for treasurer of Tim Titus (WITRT) 
by Chuck Sommer (N4OSD). Tim accepted the 
nomination. It appears that the rest of the officers 
have agreed to serve again. 


Continued page 16 


May 1999 


DX DX DX 
U By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


DX OPERATING PROCEDURES AND 
GUIDELINES, PART 2. 


In the March DX Column, split-frequency 
operation was covered. In this issue, transceive 
operation will be discussed. 


In this method of DX operating, the DX station 
transmits and receives on the same frequency. This 
takes up less bandwidth than split-frequency 
operation. The success of transceive operation is 
dependent on the DX operator having the 
experience and control to manage a large pileup. 
There are three important points that lead to a 
successful transceive operation: (1) Experience and 
maintaining proper control; (2) A good to excellent 
signal; and (3) Knowing when and how to divide 
up a pileup. 


Handling a pileup is an art, and you must 
maintain firm control of the situation and know 
what to do to regain control should it be lost. There 
are some DX operators who can handle a pileup 
no matter how big it gets, but there are times when 
it is advantageous to divide up the pileup in order 
to reduce it to manageable limits. There are many 
good methods now in use to divide up a pileup. 
The most common is by call districts. When doing 
this, you should keep propagation differences in 
mind. Do not stay too long on each call district. 


Another method for dividing is by continents. 
However you decide to handle the pileup, you 
should give everyone an chance to work you. If 
you are on a DXpedition and w111 be there for 
days, you can spend longer times with each group. 
If your operating time is limited, you should keep 
the time spent on each area small. Another 
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important factor in a successful transceive 
operation is that the DX station should have a good 
loud signal so that the calling stations will know 
who the DX station has acknowledged. 


Weak DX stations tend to be overcome by their 
own pileups and no one can be sure who has been 
acknowledged. If this happens, the best way is for 
the DX station to proceed is to remain silent until 
the pileup becomes less or stops. Then announce 
several times what procedure you will be using. If 
the pileup was too large and you lost control, it 
should be divided up into smaller units. 


One of the biggest mistakes that DX stations 
make is that they do not sign their call often enough. 
Many will hear the DX pileup and listen for a while. 
When they listen for a long time and do not hear 
your call, they will join in a pileup not knowing 
the call of the DX station because they are afraid 
they will miss a new one. They add to the problem 
and when they find out what the call is, more than 
likely, they find out that they had worked this 
country before and did not need the QSO. This 
prevents others who really need him for a new one 
from getting a QSO. Giving your call often helps 
reduce this situation. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


ARI International DX Contest May 1-2 

A. Volta RTTY DX Contest May 8-9 

CQ-M International DX Contest May 8-9 

EU CW Spring Sprint Contest May 15 

Baltic Contest : May 22-23 

CQ WW WPX CW Contest May 29-30 
TIDBITS 


Gary, ZAING will be using the call, ZASG 
until September. QSL to WAIECA. 


Chen Ping, BAIHAM announces that Bill, 
NE9Z will handle all QSLs for him except in- 


country. 


Continued next page 
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Gary, KI6T reports that all QSL cards received 
direct for C6A/KI6T, C6A/KA6WHA, J6/KI6T 
and J68GS have been processed and mailed. 


There have been reports of an operation from 
Mount Athos, SV/A in May. SV2BEN and others 
would be the operators. 


The DXCC-2000 Forum at the ARRL Roanoke 
Division in Charlotte was well attended. Wayne 
Mills, N7NG and John Kanode, N4MM described 
the new DXCC Challenge and DeSoto Cup 
Awards. Wayne covered the changes to the Country 
Criteria and DXCC Rules and John explained how 
the new awards for 20, 17, 15 and 12 meters will 
be phased in and the achievement levels in the 
Challenge Award. The Enhanced Field Checking 
Program, which should start in the second half of 
1999, was discussed. Over 40 attended the forum. 


The 1999 DXCC Yearbook has gone to the 
printer and should be mailed out by the time you 
read this announcement. This is a very interesting 
DX publication and if you are on the DXCC Honor 
Roll or have submitted an endorsement in 1998, 
you will get a copy. For others, it can be purchased 
from ARRL HQ for $5.00. 


FAR MINUTES, from page xx 


approved for Historical Electronics Museum ARC. 
Announcements: 
Timonium Hamfest March 27-28 


AMSAT Annual meeting - March 13, Goddard 
Visitors Center. 


NCAC - Served Agency Training - April 28, 
INOVA Fairfax Hospital Physician’s Auditorium. 
RSVP to (703)-359-3414 or NCAC @usa.net. 


VA QSO Party - MARCH 20-21 


Charles County ARC announced that they 
recently graduated five new hams from their last 
class. ne 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. The 
next meeting will be held at Columbia Union 
College in Takoma Park, MD on Wednesday, April 
14. See Auto-Call magazine for directions. 


Respectfully submitted, Daniel C. Blasberg Jr. 
KA8YPY, FAR Recording Secretary 


SPRINGFEST 


OUTDOOR AMATEUR RADIO TAILGATE HAMFEST 


April 24, 1999, Chesapeake, Virginia. Annual Springfest, Outdoor Amateur Radio Tailgate 
Hamfest and get together, sponsored by Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service. Located at the 
OLD GERTIE SCHOOL HOUSE - Ballahack Road & Bunch Walnuts Road, in southern 
Chesapeake, between Route 17 and Route 168. 


Admission and Tailgate space for the same price, $5.00. Tailgate setup is between 5:30 AM 
and 7:30 AM. General Admission at 8:00 AM, last Door Price Drawing to be at 12:00 Noon. 
Talk-in on 146.610 -600 WA4YSE repeater or 146.970 -600 WA4KXYV repeater. No electricity 


or tables bring your own. 


Additional Information or advance tickets contact Jim, KF4RQQ or via mail to CARS, P.O. 
Box 2035, Chesapeake, Virginia 23324. Listed by K4AWYS (emailwrhood @exis.net) 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month page to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Central MD ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARA 
Frederick ARC 
Historical Electronics ARC 
Laurel ARC 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 
Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 


May 1999 


Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 
Joe Chidester W3SHZ 


HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail 


Jim Tilton KD3JA 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Rol Anders K3RA 

Pud Reaver W3 YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 


Forrest Snyder N4UTY 


John Creel WB3GXW 
Kurt Wehle, WA4SMI 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR . 
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(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 


(410) HAM-TALK x3835 


(301) 552-0012 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(410) 796-4792 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 


(703) 361-3091 


(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 678-0394 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 534-3905 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
a 6111 Burnett St. 
. _ _ Examiner bash) _ Alexandria, VA OoMe 
mI. Cooperative ~ (703) 971-3905 


* Volunteer Examiners may refuse to test any applicant who fails to demonstrate to the VE’s satisfaction 
that the memories in the applicant’s calculator are empty. If you bring a calculator to an exam, please 
be prepared to demonstrate that your memories are empty. 


* Effective January 1, 1999, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.49. 


1999 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905,Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Warrenton, VA - Fauquier ARA (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: John Smith KI4RO (540)937-5687 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KR (540)678-0394 


Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@ visuallink.com 
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Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Greg 
Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@ visuallink.com 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (W5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day (301)773-2898 Night 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905. Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Cumberland, MD - (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW. (301)724-0674 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In. Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 
kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
arm @visuallink.com 


_ Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan 
Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm @ visuallink.com 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading}! 
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Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905 Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In, Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KR (540)678-0394 
Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 
WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In Contact: 
John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-0572 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Desirable, Limited Walk-In. Contact: George Carpenter N3QFS (301)842- 
3130. Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: John 
Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905. Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Cumberland, MD - (Laurel VEC) Walk-In | 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 


Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.45 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.45 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* Tf you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


May 1999 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 

. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


NAAN BW ND 
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Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. ‘The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 


from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
24035; 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- | 
923-0229. 


On Sunday March 7th, twenty-one club 
members rose early to furnish communications for 
the Annapolis Striders’ annual B&A Trail 
Marathon, which began and ended at Severna Park 
High School. Norm Chipps/N3RZU was the 
coordinator. 


Three club members, coordinated by Jim Suite/ 
W3AAE, set up, maintained and tore down the loud 
speaker system for the 25th annual running of the 
Marlborough Hunt Club Races at the historic 
Roedown Farm in Davidsonville on March 28th. 


The Chesapeake Bay Weather and Traffic Net 
started on April 3rd. This net meets on club repeater 
147.705 MHz in and 147.105 MHz out at 11 AM 
and 3 PM weekends and holidays until November 
15th. The purpose of the net is to collect Bay 
weather reports and to pass traffic to and from 
boats. 


Several members have been meeting on 
Saturday mornings in Hamshack #2 at the club site 
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to solve problems, repair equipment, work new - 


stations on AM with a recently restored Johnson 
Viking II transmitter and Johnson 122 VEO, etc. 
All members are encouraged to come in and join 
in the fun. 

We regret to announce that we have another 
silent key. Paul B. Schou/KE6ET, 66, of Annapolis 
died March 30th at Anne Arundel Medical Center 
after a lengthy bout with Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
Paul was born in Boston, MA. He earned a bachelor 
of science degree from the U. of Maryland. An 
aeronautical engineer, he worked for Bendix Corp. 
on the Mercury and Saturn space programs. He 
retired in the late 1980s. Mr. Schou was a sailor, 
an amateur radio operator and a pilot. He worked 
to further the cause of handicapped individuals. 
Paul was a member of AARC for about 30 years 
through 1998. 


At the clubhouse on March 13th, Coordinator 
Oscar Ramsey/NV3G, Harold (Ham) Molz/ 
N3FDH, Larry Laffoon/W3RL and Charles 
Powers/NU3N gave 22 tests to 13 persons. Eleven 
tests were passed with three upgrades. Other 
members of the ,team included Harlan Ray, ILI/ 
AA3FE, Robert Rose/AA3RR and Holly Bevan/ 
N3MB> The next testing session at the clubhouse 
will be on May 8th. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write: 

159 E. 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.qcwa.org 


| 
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Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
W3TOM, callaham@tmn.com, 

(703) 241-5618. 


www: http://www. geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/Lab/4306/ 


Minutes of the March 16, 1999 meeting 
of the Arlington Amateur Radio Club 


President Jack WA4FXX called the meeting to 
order at 1944L. Also attending were Keith 
KCIAD, Tom N4BYF, Walt KT4EL, Joe KJ4S, 
George KR4MU, Mike KA80PJ, Dennis W4PWFE, 
and Mike NW3V. 


The minutes of the February meeting as 
published on the Web page, and the treasurer’s 
report as submitted, were approved. 


W4PWFE reported on a recent FAR meeting and 
the fact that ARRL membership has increased 
recently. There is no significant news on the 
proposed Arlington antenna ordinance. 


WA4FXX mentioned the 3/20-22 VA QSO 
Party, and offered copies of the contest rules. 


A new callsign was noted for Jack Webb 
KG4BYM; what happened to Fred (Susan)? 


KT4EL invited the group to join the Blue Ridge 
Runners for lunch on Tuesdays. 


In preparation for general disasters, and Y2K 
events in particular, WA4FXX prepared a focused 
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survey letter of Arlington hams, to plan how many 
might be recruited on short notice. A new 
propagation survey of critical communications is 
also in order. 


W4PWE answered the comments on the 
condition of the Clegg 2m unit at W4WVP, by 
donating an ICOM 211 all-mode and an R1000 1- 
30 MHz receiver. On a motion by WA4FXX 
seconded by KT4EL, we unanimously thanked 
Dennis. 


Next month s meeting will be in the 5th floor 
conference room in the County Building on Uhle 
Street, 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mike KA8OPJ, Secretary 


=e 


Meetings: Fourth Monday monthly at 7:30 
PM. Mt. Hope Community Center at Rt. 2 and 
Pushaw Station Road. 

Net: Tuesday at 7:30 PM on the W3ZNW 
repeater. 

Repeater: 146.985 (-) the W3ZNW repeater 
Information: Dennis Bowling/N3QHC at 
(301) 855-8346. Web: dbowling @erols.com. 


Calvert 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Once again CARA has a tremendous meeting 
for the month February. We are going to have a 
very productive year with upcoming events. Ed, 
N3ZIY, talked with the County in late January. 
They have requested the club’s assistance for 
various events occurring throughout the year. To 
fulfill our commitment with the County we are 
going to need help from many hams. Briefly, these 
events are; 


April 3rd; Race at King’s Landing Park starting 
at 8 AM. 


Page 23 


HAMFEST/COMPUTERFEST 
Electronics Fleamarket 


Sponsored by: 
Anne Arundel Radio Club (AARC) 
and 
Kent Island Amateur Radio Club (KIARC) 


When: Saturday May 1, 1999 

Where: Grasonville, MD VFW Grounds 

Time: 0800-1500 (Open at 0600 for Tailgate and Vendor 
Setup) 

Donation: $4, Tail Gate free to Licensed HAMS 

Indoor Tables Also available 

Info: tonyy@juno.com; w2kbr@toad.net; 
K3ORC@amsat.org; pvtpilot@friend.ly.net Information 
also available on the 147.105 repeater and the AARC Web 
Page at: HTTP://home.att.net/~n3szw/aarc.html 


OLF (left foot CW) Contest! 


Breakfast and Lunch Provided by VFW Auxiliar 


Talk-in Repeaters: 147.105 or 146.94 
(also check out 448.225, pl-114.8) 
73, See You There! 


The Maryland FM Association, Inc. 
proudly presents its annual 


Memorial Day Hamfest 
Sunday, 
May 30, 1999 


at the Howard County Fair Grounds 
Rt. #144, West Friendship, Maryland 


Time: 8 a.m. until 2:30 p.in. - premises MUST be cieared by 5 p.m. 


TALK-IN on WA3DZDIR Repeater (146.16/146.76, 223.16/224.76, and 449.0/444.0). 


Plenty of good food and drink will be available. Sorry, no private sale of food or drink permitted! — 
Supplied by the West Friendship 4H 


Baltimere 
<—— Frederick (29 miles) Beltway ——> 


(11 miles) 


1-76 


e 
Frederick Rd. MB RT. #144 


DONATION: $5 Tailgaters - $5 per space 
Table rentals (inside): Paid in advance $20 At the Hamfest - $25 
Only PAID table reservations accepted. If you haven’t paid, you don’t have reservations 


For advanced reservations and information FSARC, Inc. 
PO Box 19 
Annapolis Junction, Md. 20701-0019 


Phone - Craig @ 410-987-6042 
Make checks payable to MFMA, Inc. e-mail - K3 HH@compuserve.com 


All proceeds will be used for amateur-Radio-related purposes. 
Commercial vendors must have proper tax/license certificates available. 
All items offered for sale must be Amateur Radio related. 


June 19th; 30th anniversary from 3 to 12 PM 
October; Race at King’s Landing Park 
December; Mistletoe Run at Dunkirk Park 


In addition to these events, Don, KR3A, has 
received permission to set up a amateur radio table 
at this year’s Bay Fest held in North Beach. The 
Bay Fest this year is held for 2 days, August 28th 
& 29th. Again, we will need plenty of help from 
any amateur radio operator to help us promote 
amateur radio. 


Over 20,000 people attend Bay Fest every year. 
In addition, the mayor of North Beach will need 
us to assist in a Fireman’s Parade held this May. 
And just think, we have not even mentioned Field 
Day yet. 


We are preparing for a Fall class for anyone 
wanting to become a ham beginning in September. 
Steve, N3IPN will be coordinating the class. 


Most of our February’s meeting was given to 
Ron, WA4PRR. Ron presentation gave the 
members information concerning Fox Hunting. 
Hopefully we will start building DF equipment at 
our April meeting with plans to be Fox Hunting 
early summer. 


Our March meeting will be the 4th Monday, 
March 22nd. Mike, N3RFI, presentation will be 
about interference. As indicated by his call, you 
can be assured this will be a very informative 
meeting. You do not want to miss Mike’s lecture 
on RF interference. 


Our next breakfast will be at the Sea Breeze 
Restaurant in Chesapeake Beach on Saturday, 
March 13th at9 AM. And special thanks to Chris, 
KA3CLG, for the home made cookies brought to 
out last meeting CARA welcomes anyone 
interested in amateur radio to all of our events. 
Hope to see you soon! 
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Capital City 
Amateur Radio 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

Repeater: W3ETX 144.51/145.11 MHz, 


open. 
Nets: Computer Monday at 2000 hrs., Regular 
net Wednesday at 2000 hrs. RTTY net 
Thursday 2100 hrs., voice portion 2145 hrs. 
all on 145.110. 

Mailing Address CCARS P.O. Box 92304 
Washington. D.C. 20090-2304 

Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Joe K3UAL (301) 773-5074 EMail 
K3UAL @Juno.com. 


The Capital City Amateur Radio Society of 
Washington, D.C. was treated to an evening of 
superb service and hospitality at the Ft. Meade 
Officers Club. Thursday, February 11, 1999 at six 
p.m. was the celebration of their Birthday. 


A Country Buffet with over twenty- five items 
on the menu was enjoyed by the club. After the 
dinner a short program followed with club 
president Calvin Cooley WA3HPS presiding. Tl-c 
invocation was rendered by Jim Coleman AA3CD. 


\ Acknowledgments of guests and a presentation 
to Enez Martin X YL of Chester Martin (silent key), 
other presentations were made to various members. 
Each female was the recipient of a long stem 
“Sweetheart” rose from the club. 


Members present at the celebration were: Clem 
K3UAM, Roberta N3RRD, Lydon N3RFH, Jim 
AA3CD, .JohngNSbCDaCye- N3EPH. site 
WB3KIC. Bob KA3GER. Steve W3ETX, Willis 
N3LGB, Joe K3UAL, Fred K3PUT, Colin N3UBI, 
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Stan WB4KIM. Harold N3QEX. Gus KE3NY, 


Plater N3DZQ, Cooley WA3HPS. Bree N3YAJ. - 


The Birthday Celebration Committee chairman 
Joe K3UAL wishes to thank all persons who helped 
to make the program a success . Special thanks to 
John N3TCD for the beautiful certificates.. 


The club is formulating it’s program for the 
coming year. All members are urged to submit 
suggestion and ideas to the Board Members for 
consideration. The Board meets each month before 
the regular monthly meeting. We need each and 
every members input to mold a good solid program. 


73’s Joe K3UAL 


Members receiving Awards and Certificates Left 
to Right: Steve W3ETX, Jim AA3CD, Clem 
K3UAM, Shep WB3KIC. presenter President 
Cooley WA3HP%S, Willis N3LGB, Enez Martin XYL 
Chester Martin (silent key), Roberta N3RFH, Joe 
K3UAL. 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA ® PHOENK, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 


SAN DIEGO, CA *SUNNWALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
_ Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
in December). Enter in the Outpatient 
Testing entrance across from the Emergency 
Room entrance behind the main building. 
Take the elevator to the Sth floor and exit left, 
the meeting room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 Mhz. Transmit 
a 110.9 Hz CTCSS Tone for full area coverage. 
No tone necessary for local coverage. 
Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. 
Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 
Information: Jim Tilton, Pres. - KD3JA, (301) 
552-0012.) 
Web Page: http://www.erols.com/jctilton/ 
cmarc/. 


March 26 Meeting 


CMARC’s March 26th meeting focused 
primarily on plans for upcoming activities. 
CMARC is coordinating Crop Walk 
communications again this year (see below). We 
are also hope to participate in a 4-Wheel Drive 
Emergency Transportation/Communications Dry 
Run exercise with the P. G. Co. ARES, which is - 
tentatively scheduled for June 6th. Planning for 
Field Day (June 26th-27th) got underway. Chuck/ 
N3ODK agreed to coordinate. We also discussed 
the proposed purchase of an HF/VHF rig for club 
activities (see below). 


Baltimore Hamfest and 
Purchase of HF/VHF rig 


Five CMARC members worked selling tickets. / 
at the Greater Baltimore Hamboree & / 
: 


Z 


Page yd 


| 


Computerfest (GBHC) at the Timonium Fair 
Grounds on March 27. While at the GBHC, we 
purchased a used ICOM 706 HF/VHF transceiver 
for the club. 


Christmas in April 


Over the past several years CMARC members 
have participated in the Christmas in April project 
in which volunteers and trades people join together 
to rehabilitate homes throughout Prince George’s 
County. 


Most of these homes are owned by elderly 
individuals who are no longer physically able to 
perform the maintenance choirs necessary to keep 
up their homes. Several CMARC members will 
participate providing communications and related 
duties on April 24th. 


Church World Service Crop Walk 


CMARC will be coordinating Amateur Radio 
communications for the Church World Service 
(CWS) CROP Walk in the Hyattsville, MD area 
on May 2nd. The CROP Walk raises funds for 
Help-by-Phone, a local hunger relief organization, 
and for the worldwide programs of CWS. CWS 
programs support self-help development, provide 
for emergency needs, and help address the root 
causes of poverty and powerlessness. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 


Chapter X 
ot Soaccety “th — 
of Wireless Praucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Columbia 
<> Amateur Radio 


ee Association 


Club meeting: Every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. at Bethany United 
Methodist Church on Bethany Lane in Ellicott 
City. Monitor net repeater for directions. 
Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92). Net Repeater. PL control of 
156.7. 147.990/147.390. Open autopatch and 
direct dial 911. 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 
147.735/147.135). 443.275/448.275 PL control 
of 156.7. 444.475/449.475, Autopatch & 911. 
Mailing: Columbia Amateur Radio Assoc. 
(CARA), Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044. 
Web Page: http://www.qsi.net/cara/ 
Activities: CARA breakfast: 9:00 a.m. on the 
second Saturday of the month at Jilly’s 
Restaurant in the Enchanted Forest Shopping 
Center on Rte. 40. Contact Bob/KC3EV by 
6:00 p.m. the day before the breakfast. 
Information: Bob/KC3EV, 410-465-2421 


Youth Program Look Skyward 


Dave Anderson (WA3WZX) has been working 
with a Middle School in Howard County to support 
a SimSat launch in May. A SimSat “spacecraft” 
uses a small high-altitude weather balloon platform 
to fly experiments designed and built by students 
to “near-space” altitudes. Pat Kilroy (WD8LAQ) 
an engineer and radio amateur at Goddard has been 
working on the project for several years. If all goes 
as scheduled, the students will launch their payload 
in May, and with the help of Dave and several other 
amateur radio volunteers they will track the flight 
and recover the experiments for evaluation. To 
learn more about this project, check out Pat’s 
SimSat Web page <http://garc.gsfc.nasa.gov/ 
~simsat/>. 


How We Measure Up 


The County ARES coordinator, Ed Wallace 
(K3EF), and Mike Carr (WA1QAA), the RACES 
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|) Packet: KE4YVU FARAT7 node 145.070 Mhz 


coordinator, organized the April 13th RACES 
exercise for Howard County. They deployed 
spotters to the step gauges along county rivers to 
report water levels to the emergency management 
center. This spring exercise determines if all the 
gauges have survived the winter and whether the 


- RACES spotters can still find and read the gauges. 


The spotters viewed a videotape made last year by 
Alan Chedester (N3AC) which documented how 


‘to locate each gauge. Typically the gauges are 


graduated poles similar to a surveyor’s rod which 
are attached to a permanent structure. The County 
will ask RACES to monitor these gauges when 
weather conditions indicate flood potential. The 
gauges monitor the Patapsco and Patuxent 


watersheds in Howard County and provide early 


warning to downstream counties as well as keeping 
the local authorities informed of current water level 
conditions. 


73 de Tim/W1TRT 


Fauquier — 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Second Thursday of the 
month except July, August and December. 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
Net:Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 Mhz 
NZAN Repeater 


with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin 
Board 145.090 Mhz, FARA9 node 145.090 
Mhz. 

Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600). 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: 20th of the month. Contact 
Bonnie, n4qpb@mnsinc.com. 

Info: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 703-347-0112. 
FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 20187 
Web: http://www.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm. 
Next meeting: April 9th. 


May 1999 


AUTOS CALLE 


Hello, from Fauquier Amateur Radio 
Association. The month of May is a relatively busy 
month for us here in Fauquier, Virginia. Following 
is a bit about what’s going to be happening during 
the month: 


FARA will be holding a FCC examination 
session at 9:00 am Saturday morning, May the 8th. 
The session was originally scheduled to be held 
on May the 6th, but due to the large number of 
people attending the recently held classes fia 
whopping 17 attendees fi whom will be taking the 
exams, the time and date has been changed to 
Saturday Morning on May 8th. 


The new site for the exam on May 8th will be 
the Fauquier Agricultural Extension Building, 24 
Pelham Street, Warrenton, VA. Note: Pelham St. 
is the street just across from the. Napoleon 
Restaurant on Waterloo Rd and half a block down 
on the right - across the parking lot from the Bell 
Atlantic building. 


For further information, contact FARA’s 
Education/Training Committee Chairman, Neil 
Spokes, AB4YK, at 540-364-3861. The ARRL 
Liaison for this VE Exam Session will be John 
Smith, KI4RO. 


Also during the month of May, FARA is 
involved in providing communications for the 
Commonwealth Dressage Event held at Great 
Meadows during Memorial Day weekend. During 
this two-day there are usually 500+ Olympic 
candidate horses and riders participating field 
events, Steeplechase, and various other trials. The 
winners of the different events held during the 
Commonwealth Dressage will go on to participate 
further for qualification to be in the Olympics. 


For the Commonwealth Dressage Events, 
FARA is usually called upon to supply anywhere 
from 15 to 25 “hams” to provide assistance with 
parking, shadowing of the Commonwealth 
Dressage personnel, the EMT personnel, the 
veterinary personnel and the farrier personnel and 
FARA also handles crowd control. Both days start 


ie - 
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at 6:00 am and uSually end around 6:00.PM. For 
further information, contact Bonnie Smith, 
N4QPB, at 540-937-5687. 


And, last, but certainly not the least, 
preparations for FARA Field Day get underway. 
This year the Field Day Committee Chairmen, 
Marty Maziarz, KE4VA and Dan Velez, W4DIJV, 
are off to an early start making arrangements for 
use of radios, tents, campers, RV’s, antennas, 
towers and anything else they feel we might 
possibly be able to use during Field Day. 


As you can see, for the months of May and 
June, FARA will be extremely busy. Well, until 
the next time, take care and hope you all have a 
safe and happy month! 


Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Repeaters: *146.61 Cheverly, *146.88 
Greenbelt. *(Autopatch), f 
Information: Don Tinari, W3RYQ, (301) 


262-7062. 


Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD. 20718. 
E-mail: mgreen @erols.com. 

Socials: Luncheon, Ist Saturday of each 
month at 11:30 A.M., Laurel Centre Indoor 
Mall Eatery. 

Nets: 146.88 - Old Gent's Net, 9:30 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M. every day. Washington Adventist 
Amateur Radio Association Net, every 
Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 


2 METER ALERT FOR ALL 
AMATEURS: 


_ Beginning around middle March, the FM 
portion of the 2 meter band has been plagued with 


Page 30 


AUT OLS CALL 


interference from non-amateur communication 
system(s). It is suspected that the interference is 
from paging and voice dispatching transmitter(s). 
As of this writing, March 30th, the faulty 
transmitter(s) moves upward, beginning around 
145.600 to approximately 147.300. (146.170 seems 
to be the more predominant frequency.) Although 
the interference does not bring up repeaters, it tends 
to desense weak or moderately strong signals into 
local repeaters, not just GMRAs. Incoming amateur 
signals are mixed with static and noisy. 


The interference is subtle since it is not constant 
and gives the false impression that a mobile is in a 
bad location or someone is using a handheld. Some 
repeaters were desensed more than others; users 
who were in very close proximity to their repeaters 
did not experience the desensitivity. However, 
when mobiles with 50 watts were noisy in areas. 
they were usually full quieting, eyebrows went up. 
Also, some repeaters are so sparsely used, their 
users were simply not aware of the problem. Im 
hopeful that by the time you read this column the 
interference will have been corrected. 


With the proliferation of all types of 
transmitters in our area and throughout the U:S., 
the amateur community is* going to have to be 
particularly alert for interference and be capable 
of providing a rapid response to the problems. On 
several occasions GMRA has coordinated with a 
commercial company who resolved the problem 
amiably. We were fortunate enough to detect the 
transmitter’s callsign and interface with reasonable 
company personnel. In cases where an ID cannot. 
be made, however, we will have to obtain as much 
information as possible (e.g. frequency(s), 
suspected location type of interference, etc.) and 
provide that to the FCC. 


“Fighting fires” is frustrating and time 
consuming, but there really isn’t any alternative. 
A deterrent would be improved and more routine 
maintenance of the transmitters by the owners, and 
stiff fines from Uncle Sam. Believe me, if the 
interference was in the aircraft, military or law 
enforcement frequencies, the problem would have 
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been corrected in the time it took to write this item. 
AND RIGHTLY SO! But being in the amateur 
bands, we, as a community, will have to do most 
of the leg work. An Email broadcast alert to area 
repeater Trustees would go a long way in providing 
information rapidly. With literally thousands of 
amateurs in our.area we have an enormous 
capability for tracking down interference. Perhaps 
someone could work this up or it is already in place 
by T Marc or the ARRL MDC and Virginia Section 
Managers. Please give it some thought and I stand 
ready to assist....... Thanks. 


92 AND HE KEEPS ON GOING AND 
GOING AND..... 


Congratulations to Drummy, K3GIU, who 
celebrated his 92nd birthday on March 24th. After 
a long illness, Drummy is back running The Old 


~ Gent’s Net on 146.88 7 days a week at 930am and 


630pm, most of the time. (92! There is hope for all 
of us!) 


“73 de Murray, K3BEQ 


Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 


to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Info: Nick Yokanovich, K3NY 410-544-5736 
Club Station: W3GR. 

Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Web Page: http://members.aol.com/wk3p/ 
se.htm 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The members of HEMARC voted unanimously 
to make donations to both the ARRL Foundation 
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and AMSAT as a memorial to JY1 SK, King 
Hussein of Jordan Alhussein Ibn Talal. It is hoped 
that other small (or large) ham clubs would join in 
remembering the remarkable financial and personal 
support he gave both of these causes so as to enrich 
the hobby that we all enjoy so much. 


155th Anniversary of the Telegraph - You 
are Invited 


Plans are well underway for this event. May 
22, 1999 at 1:00 AM will be the big ceremony with 
Old Morse at both the Historical Electronics 
Museum and the Annapolis Junction terminal. 
ATV coverage is being planned by the combined 
efforts of BRATS, CATS and the National 
Cryptologic Museum. Jim Wilson, K4BAV and 
his crew reenactment team will be in period 
costume on the old telegraph stations. W3GR will 
be operate as a special event station on both 
Saturday May 22 and Sunday May 23. Come by 
to visit or participate. See if Rol Anders, K3RA is 
as fast and accurate on the sounder in old Morse 
as he during the contests. 


W3GR Operations 


The operator training and orientation program 
began with an excellent presentation of how to tune 
up and operate the BC-610 by Chuck Angel, 
AA3FB. He prepared a very thorough set of 


instructions and went through them at the March 
meeting. [The picture shows Chuck reviewing the 
instructions with a bakers dozen potential 
operators.] The old discipline of keeping the grid 
peaked and the final plate current dipped lives 
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again. 
Advanced/Extra Class Training 


Rol Anders, K3RA training class for upgrading 
is well along and it looks very good for eight 
students. Almost complete. 


Timonium Hamboree 


We hope you dropped by our table in the 
Cowpalace at the Hamboree. We plan to do it again 
at the Farfest on September 26, 1999 at the PG 
stadium - a very neat place. Come and have an 
eyeball QSO with us: 


VHF/UHF Station Upgrade Desired 


We would appreciate any donations of VHF/ 
UHF multimode equipment. A tax letter is 
applicable. 


73 de Chip W4PBG 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 

Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 


145.45 MHz (PL-5SA). 
Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-SA). 


WWW Address: 
madras/ 
Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt W3LEO 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 
984-6114. 

Club Call Sign: W3MAD 

E-Mail: leob @erols.com 


http://www.3phase. com/ 
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Spring has finally arrived in the Metro area and 
we at MADRAS welcome it with open arms. Our. 
winter was really not that bad, but it was bad 
enough. 


At our March 11th meeting we were fortunate 
to have Michael Martin from PEPCO speak to our 
Club on “TV & Radio Interference and Home 
Electrical Safety”. 


Mike is a ham himself. Most of you probably 
know him as K3RFI. He has worked at PEPCO 
for many years and is their Interference 
Investigator. 


Mike is well known for his fine talks on various 
types of interference. He has also been 
investigating a possible early warning system” for 
home electrical fires. The presentation included a 
half-hour illustrated talk by Mike followed by a 
half hour question and answer period. 


MADRAS extends its appreciation to Mike for 
the great presentation and the time he gave us after. 
the meeting. With so many questions to be 
answered we ran way overtime and appreciated — 
him staying so late into the evening. 


The dinner meeting on March 25th at Chef 
Theo’s restaurant was wonderful. The food was 
superb and the conversation exhilarating. It was 
terrific to see so many of our members present. 
There is nothing like good food and good company 
to make an evening pleasant 


Our 440 machine is finally moved to its new 
location and will be up and running shortly. 


The 2-meter repeater is running in mint 
condition. It’s nice to hear so many of you on the 
2-meter these days. 


See you all at the next meeting or on the air. 


73 .... Jean-N3PLC 
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The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Rotating locations among 
Hagerstown MD, Frederick MD, Martinsburg 
WV and Gaithersburg MD. 

Net: Thursday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 


4 State10M net: Wednesdays at 2000 local 
on 28.315. 


Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 

448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
.Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 

Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS (301) 416-8447 and 

(301) 473-4151. 

Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/madra 

E-Mail: madra@qsl.net 


To make a HamFest a success, paraphrase the 
successful mantra of Chicago politics: “Vote Early 
and Vote Often’. In the case of HamFest readiness, 
it’s “Start Early and Start Often”. So, as April 
opened up its blossoms and showers, that’s what 
we're doing to prepare for SwetFest 99 on July 10. 


Of course a lot of the usual stuff was going on. 
The training course for new Hams at the Frederick 
County EOC was winding to a close. Looks like at 
least a couple of new callsigns to come from that, 
soon. Exams at the West Virginia VE site near 
Martinsburg continued to be monthly activities. 
Exam activity in the Frederick area has died down 
except for the classes. MADRA is on the calendar 
to conduct exams at the Father’s Day HamFest in 
Frederick, by the way. 


Expect to see a few MADRA members 
assisting Antietam Radio Association on May 2 to 
conduct their HamFest at the Community College 
campus near Hagerstown. This year we have not 
had a request for safety and control service at the 
big Duathlon near Damascus in May. By the time 
you read this, though, they may have their plans 


volunteered. Could be another mad scramble to 
help keep the athletes safe (and honest). 


April’s dinner meeting was held at Rocco’s 
Restaurant in Hagerstown. It’s been a while since 
we were there and, as usual, it was a merry 
communications and culinary time for those who 
participated. 


Don’t forget that May’s dinner is on the 
calendar at Watson’s Restaurant in Frederick. There 
was some rumor about Watson’s planning to close. 
Don’t you believe it. When we checked with them 
by phone they advised that they were looking 
forward to seeing us again. Must have short 
memories? Anyway, be sure to fit that into your 
calendar for May 13. A Thursday evening occasion, 
as usual. Black tie is not necessary. On the other 
hand, a head count beforehand is a good idea, so 
be sure to let one of MADRA’s officers know that 
you plan to attend or leave a message via the 
WebSite or the phone BBS. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 


Montgomery 
|) Amateur 


|, a 


te Re Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 
Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

Internet: http://www.qsl.net/marc 

Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Apr7 Regular Meeting . 


together and be wondering why we haven’t Apr 14* Repeater Committee Meeting Bare 
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Bones 7PM 

Apr 21 Regular Meeting 

May 5 Regular Meeting - HF Mobile Antennas 
(NW2M/KE3VG) 

May 12* BOD Meeting - Bare Bones 7PM 

May 19+ Regular Meeting - Repeater 5 year plan, 
Digital Node plan+ 

Jun 2 Field Day Preparation - FD Planning 

Jun 16 Field Day Preparation - FD Planning 

Jun 26 ARRL Field Day - Field Day at 
Montgomery County Campus Sat/Sun 

Jul 7 Dinner Meeting - Roy’s Place 7PM 
Notes: 

* - New or special meeting (Not a scheduled Club 
Meeting!) 

+ - Closure on Digital Node Motion He 
Membership 


REPEATER 


2 Meter Repeater: The 2 Meter repeater is 
healthy and performing very well. From time to 
time, there are small signals that are detected by 
the repeater. These can be mistuned transmitters 
with a spur on 146.355+/-. Other signals can appear 
as a mix which has a numerical presence on 
146.355+/-. Itis hard to say. The one morning we 
had strong noise on the repeater, there were workers 
grinding and welding in the upper penthouse area. 
It was consistent from 7AM to 9AM. We are ina 
dense RF environment - to say the least! We are 
blessed and cursed at the same time as it hears 
EVERYTHING! AI will continue to monitor. 


440 Repeater: The 440 repeater is also well, 
except for a 30 minute period one Sunday night. 
Everyone sounded like they were underwater. I am 
keeping an eye (ear) on things and will keep you 
posted. I have notified the repair center on this 
issue. They will take a look at it free of charge. 
Let’s wait and see. Coverage is great! Give 
442.750(+) PL156.7 a try! 


Remote Site: I have the new hardware. I also 
set the squelch levels and have reduced the power 
to 0.5 watts. I will install in about 3 weeks as I 
need to check the form and fit of this (Mitrek vs 
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GE) unit. It will be rack mounted. 


Best of 73, 
Al Rabassa, NW2M MARC Repeater Chair 


CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 


2 kits; easy to assemble station accessories have 
been chosen. Both are made by TenTec, the only 
American radio manufacturer. 


HF/VHF SWR /wattmeter kit. Will work with 
2 radios connected at once. No need to change 
cables. A real buy at $44.10 (no tax, no shipping). 


Ground counterpoise kit. For stations with 
ground problems, RF burns or non ideal ground 
situations like apartment dwellers or long ground 
runs. Great for experimenting too. Also $44.10 


Both kits come with finished enclosures and 
all needed parts. Real nice kits to learn on. 


Please have your checkbook or cash ready at 
second April meeting so we can order it soon. You 
also could order any other TenTec kit too and enjoy 
the same savings! A good time to consider building 
a 6 meter transverter or other kit. 


If you think you are interested you can email 
Jay Lubliner KA3ZMW at KA3ZMW @aol.com 
or call Daytime at 703-288-5624. 


PUBLIC SERVICE 


The MS Walk April 17 about 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. and Pike’s Peek April 25 about 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. Bob Lyons, NK3I, is our public service 
committee chair. 


The 1999 MS Walkathon is fast approaching, 
and we still need volunteers to help with the 
communications. 


This is an annual event where Amateur Radio 


has made a major contribution to the safety and 
welfare of the participants, and the MS people are 
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very appreciative of our efforts. 


It is also an interesting and challenging event 
because some of the rest stops are on the C&O 
Canal, down in an RF “black hole”. 


We need several people with the capability of 
a high-power mobile/portable or cross-band repeat 
to work some of the low spots on the canal. There 
are also several positions that can be run with a 
hand-held, although extra battery power will be 
needed. 


There are also communications positions in 
“SAG” vehicles where a mobile radio (generally 
plugged into the cigarette lighter) and mag mount 
antenna are used. Finally, there will be a few 
positions for 440 hand-held operation around the 
finish area (at Glen Echo). 


Please get in touch with me at (301)840-5786 
or email to mcraces @qsl.net to volunteer. 


If you are available, but don’t think you have 
the right equipment, get in touch anyway because 
there are rigs that could be loaned for the day. 
Thanks in advance ... Rip Smith, K3XO (301) 840- 
5786 mcraces @qsl.net 


WHAT IS THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE? 


The social committee needs to know when 
something happens in a club members life (birth, 
25th wedding anniversary, death, hospitalization, 
etc). 


Please contact Ari, N3YOJ, by email at 
ariberman @aol.com or by phone at 301-593-5881. 
In order for this to work we need everyone to call 
or write Ari with the news so no one is overlooked. 
Please do not fall into the trap of thinking that 
someone else called or that Ari overheard it on the 
repeater. 


We want to acknowledge the friendship among 
our members. Please help Ari to make this happen 
consistently. Thank you for your cooperation and 
support! 
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FOX HUNT 


A foxhunt is being organized this year. Please 
email Robert Sova at KB5QN@qsl.net if you 
would like to help in the planning. 


Laura Reinhold, N3 VOL Treasurer 


2S 


National Capital 
ARES Council 


NCAC Net: Sunday at 9 PM on 146.655(-) 
Voice mail: (703) 359-3414. 
E-mail: NCAC @usa.net. 


Public Service Season is Here! 


The Public Service Calendar has been pretty 
sparse for a while now, but with the coming of 
spring and activities moving outdoors, things are 
already picking up! 


By the time you read this the MS Walk, Bull 
Run Run, Mt Vernon Classic and Dogwood Half 
One-hundred will already have passed. These 
events are fun outdoor events that would not be 
the same without amateur radio support. Whether 
in-town or out in the wilderness—a great 
opportunity to practice your skills and play a part 
in a great day for a lot of people who may only 
need a word of encouragement or may need help 
in an emergency. Thanks to all those who 
volunteered their time to be a part of a valuable 
service—and had a chance for fun in the bargain! 


Lots of amateurs enjoy Public Service and look 
for opportunities to “work” different events or with 
new people very year. Check the calendar and see 
if there is anything that interests you. A contact 
person is listed for each if you’d like more 
information. If you know of an event organizer 
that could use a few more volunteers, have them 
contact NCAC. We’ll announce it on our net and 
to the gang on our e-mail list. 
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What else is coming up? April 28: NCAC 
Served Agency Institute for Public Safety & 
Emergency Management Personnel, 10:00 - 12:00, 
Fairfax Hospital Women’s & Children’s Center 
Physician’s Auditorium; May 1: Virginia ARES 
Area C Training, 10:00 - 4:00 in Warrenton, lunch 
provided contact aresva@aresva.org; May 8: 
Skywarn Advisory Committee, 10:30 at NWS 
Sterling; May 15 & 16: MS 150k Bike Tour, contact 


Bo Pierce at (703)471-1216 or BPierce@nova.org; . 


June 6: Hamfest at Manassas—look for NCAC— 
we'll be selling shirts, hats, ARES Resource 
Manuals and Dual Band J-Pole kits! More to 
follow... 


If you’d like to contact the NCAC you can call 
our voice mail at (703)359-3414 or e-mail us at 
NCAC @usa.net. 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 
PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, Ist Wed of the 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 447.025/442.025, 
9075/91 /-opande 272 1/1292. 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt KF4OSL, 
(703) 330-7429 or email to ammom 
@erols.com. 

E-mail address: nvfma@juno.com. 

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/ 
Silicon Valley/Way/5337/ 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


At the March Board meeting Phil (KF4AJZ) 
thanked all those who participated in the VWS 
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Hamfest 99. Additionally, Phil also thanked 
everyone for participating in the Wednesday night 
Bulletin’s. The turnout has been great. 


John M. (KR10) who chairs the Finance and 
Planning Committee indicated that any NVFMA 
member who would be interested in joining his 
committee should contact him either by telephone 
or e-mail. He still needs help. 


John B. (K4KXK) who chairs the Technical / 
Operations Committee and who also serves as 
NVEMA’s TAG Director has indicated that all 
repeaters are open to all users, with no pl required. 
All members enjoy autopatch on all machines. 
Those repeaters are; 146.790 - / K4KXK / John, 
146.910 - / KF4QQP / Wallace, 447.025 - / 
KA3RQR / Shawn, 224.100 - / W4YHD / Steve. 
By the time that you read this the 53.37 - / KELEW 
/ Owen, 919.5 - / K6BLEW / Owen, 1292.1 / 
K6LEW / Owen, will have arrived at their new 
location, and will be on the air shortly. Steve 
(W4YHD) helped John (K4KXK) at the 79 
repeater site lately, which was greatly appreciated. 
During a past NVFMA Wednesday night bulletin, 
Phil (KF4AJZ) announced that the FM Clinic 
would start up again in April. The FM Clinic 
provides on-the-air information on how accurately 
your radio is tuned, its modulation level and 
whether or not your signal is properly deviated. 
All satellite receivers are disabled during the clinic, 
so your signal must be strong enough to reach the 
main site in Fairfax and activate the test equipment. 


Jim, KF4JQE 


a HALL & BALL 
COMMUNICATIONS, ENC, 


installation, Sales & Service company carrying a variety of 
antenna, VHP/UHP/HE, assortment of cables, connectors & 
Ham Radio equipment. Equipment Consignments available. 
BBCL, is a Bell Atlantic Authorized Agent, selling & servicing 
Motorola, Nokia, Audiovox & Nextel cellular phones. 

We ales install & service auto alarms, Our five car installation 


bay eliminates waiting lime. 


14213 Cherry Lane Court, Laurel, MD, 20707 
{301} 493-1 S87 or 9193 £901) 490-1528 Fax. 
wow. belandballennm com 
73 Grady WBUUY 
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Potomac 
Valley 
Radio Club 


Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K4FJ 145.77, 
KE3Q 145.57 445.375, N3RR 145.51 
441.325, N4OHE 145.71 440.925, N4SR 
145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 145.61 
440.95. 

Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 
~pvrenc 

Repeater: 147.000(-) Thanks to Ashton RCS 
Information: Bob Dannals, W2GG@ 
amsat.org, 410-472-2004 before 9pm and Rich 
Boyd, KE3Q @erols.com, 301-464-8014. 


This column provides the casual operator with 
sufficient information to participate in a few of the 
HF and VHF+ contests scheduled during MAY. 
Local times are given though if you keep logs they 
should be in UTC (Zulu) time. You do not have to 
be a member of any club or even send in a score to 
enjoy operating in contests and helping others earn 
points. HF contests exclude the 10, 18, and 24 
MHz WARC bands. 


MARAC County Hunters Contest, CW: Apr 
30th 8pm to 2nd 8pm, 3575, 7040, 14050, 21050, 
28050 kHz. Work anybody. We send RST, county, 
and state. DX sends RST and country. 


VHF/UHF Spring Sprints, all modes. 902/ 
1296/2304 MHz 8th 6am-lpm. 50 MHz 15th 7pm- 
Ilpm. Exchange grid squares. To figure your 
square, you can ask your first contact. 


CQM DX HF CW/Phone contest sponsored by 
Russia, 8th 5pm to 9th 5pm. Exchange RS(T) and 
QSO number from 001. 


CQ WPX CW Contest. 28th 8pm to 30th 8pm. 
HF bands. Work anybody. Each different prefix 
is a multiplier. This contest includes club 
competition. 
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The following are the state QSO parties in May. 
You work only stations in the sponsoring state and 
they work anybody. Send RS(T) and state and 
receive RS(T) and county. 


Connecticut. Ist 4pm-12m & 2nd 8am-4pm. 
SSB 1860, 3915, 7280, 14280, 21380, & 28380 
kHz and CW 40 kHz up from the band edge. 
Massachusetts. lst 2pm-12m & 2nd 7am-5pm. 
SSB: 1850, 3890, 7290, 14270, 21390, 28390 kHz. 
CW: 1810, 3550, 7050, 14050, 21050, 28050 kHz. 
Oregon 7th 10am to 12mid and Nevada (7th 8pm 
to 10th 2am) rules did not recommend specific 
frequencies. Georgia. 8th 2pm to 9th 4pm. CW 
up 40 kHz and SSB 3855, 3975, 7243, 14240, 
21330, and 28400 kHz. Texas. 22nd 10am-lam & 
23th 10am-4pm. CW 30 kHz up and phone 25 kHz 
up in General segments. 


FREE CONTEST SOFTWARE for all Autocall 
readers in a 175 mile radius of our club center (see 
logo above). This shareware copy of CT 6.26 
includes data files updated to 1999. We prefer to 
send via e-mail attachment but you may mail us a 
1.4M floppy with return postage and a label. 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 410-757-6707, 
wilder @clark.net, 
or via the above packet network. 


Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Wayne Koehler, KE4PMS 

Info: Wayne Koehler, 540-667-8629. 
Internet home page: http://www.vvalley. 
com/svarc. 


Special Event Club Support: The Apple 
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Blossom Festival activities will begin during the 
last week of April. The Fireman’s Parade will occur 
on Friday evening April 30th. The 10K Run will 
occur on Saturday morning May Ist. 


The Grand Feature Parade will wind up that 
week of Spring events on Saturday afternoon, May 
1st. Last year, rain reduced the number of high 
school band entries into the fireman’s parade, so 
lets hope the weather man does a better job this 
time. 


May will be a busy month as we work to get 
the rest of the eight ARES stations installed and 
operable plus the project of getting our 70CM 
repeater in operation atop North Mountain. The 
electrical installation will be finished by the time 
this article is in print. Thanks to Ken Kelly 
KF4QLC and Fred Wetzel W4KRT and all the 
others who did a very efficient job, the coordination 
of the frequency is approved. 


Thanks to the efforts of Tom Martin KF4TNX, 
the club has a nice new 4O0ft, crank up, tilt over, 
Rohn tower for the Tri-bander beam. We will be 
asking for membership help to get the base hole 
dug and concrete poured before the weather gets 
too hot for this “free” pick and shovel exercise. 


Picks and shovels will be supplied, so do not 
run out and buy a bunch of those tools in 
anticipation of getting your turn. We will even 
make up a work schedule to get each member into 
the rotation so that we minimize the pushing and 
shoving of those trying to break. into the line to 
dig. 


The SVARC will sponsor a VE session on Wed, 
May 26 (7:30PM) at the club house at 2921 Grace 
Street in Winchester. Pre-registration is preferred, 
but we will accept limited walk-in. Contacts are 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540)678-0394 and Greg 
Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792. 


73, Guy, W3INT 
guy @visuallink.com 
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Southern 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio 
Club 


— 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groveton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 

Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 


Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. 
Repeater: WA3 YUV/R 147.154, 
Brandywine, Md. PL 114.8, Autopatch to 911. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 

Information: Vic (WA3YUY) & Linda 
(KA3VNI), (301) 888-1388. 

Internet: http://www.iscanit.com/smarc 


Greetings to all from SMARC! 


I trust all of our readers are taking advantage 
of this fine weather we have been having lately to 
do some outside work, especially on your antennas. 
I have one that really needs work, and I will get to 
it soon .. I promise! 


SMARC bids farewell to long-time SMARC 
member Willard, KA3IDZ. Willard and his XYL 
Lillian left SMARC country on March 31 to their 
new home in Hickory NC. 


Jim, N3AST, has just announced that he and 
Gladys were married on March 20. For their 
honeymoon, they will be driving down to Baton 
Rouge later this month (April) to attend the ARRL 
National Convention. Understand they are looking 
forward to seeing some of Jim’s Navy friends there 
as well. By the way, Jim reminds us that he will be 
celebrating his 91st birthday on June 4, 
Congratulations Jim! 


Our new controller has arrived and is in the 


capable hands of our repeater trustee, Mr. Vic, 
WA3YUV. By the time you read this, it may very 
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well be installed and bringing us much improved 
performance. 


That’s all for this month, folks. 73 .. Al, W2GJS 


ERLING 
4, 


Pe 
¢ 
& 


Sterling Park 
SPRAF(G* Amateur Radio 
% KY 

un pape? Club 


Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 
month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4IIT@AOL.com. 

Home Page: www.qsl.net/sterling 

Club Callsign: K4ANVA 


Steve Greene, KAILM gave the club a terrific 
presentation on Amateur Satellites. He covered 
what equipment it takes enter to this segment of 
amateur radio and what you can do using satellites. 
He had a “Top Ten” list on why satellites are more 
fun than repeaters that rivaled anything that Dave 
Letterman has done. Copies of the presentation 
may be found at http://ww2.washsq.com/~sgreene/ 
satellites. Oh yea, I almost forgot, the one thing 
Steve told us to remember is that the best place to 
find any information on Amateur Radio Satellites 
is on the web at www.amsast.org. This is the 
website for the Radio Amateur Satellite 
Corporation. Thanks again Steve for a great 
presentation. 


I would like to welcome to two new Hams to 
both amateur radio and to SPARC. Congratulations 
on earning your licenses and welcome to Larry 
Hughes, KG4CGR and Tony Trojanowski, 
KG4CGT. 


We should now be well on our way to 
determining the winners and preparing to pass out 
the awards for the 1999 Virginia QSO Party. 
Results will be posted on the club website when 
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they are finalized. 

Club Field Day planning should start this 
month in preparation for the big weekend June 26 
& 27. 


Have a safe Memorial Day holiday. 


73, Bill, KS4II 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


a 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
meets the last Monday of each month, 19:30, 
in the conference room of the Prince George’s 
County Emergency Operations Center. 
Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 

Internet: www.T-MARC.org. 

E-mail: TMARC @T-MARC.org 
Officers: President — Larry DiAnna 
WA3KOK (410) 792-3494, Idanna@ 
teamvideo.com. CC Chairman — Bill Conaway 
W8HNT (703) 741-4251, conaways @ 
erols.com. Ombudsman — Jim Erickson 
K3LFO (410) 549-1041 k3lfo@erols.com. 
Public Info. Officer — Dave Prestel W8AJR 
(410) 203-9432 dprestel @sprintmail.com. 


Last month, I wrote about some of the current 
issues facing repeater coordinators and their efforts 
to be effective. One of the key factors is the FCC’s 
willingness and ability to enforce the rules 
applicable to repeater operation, since whatever 
‘authority’ a coordinator has derives solely from 
that. For some time now, the FCC has been a 
sleeping bear, either unwilling or unable to provide 
much effective enforcement. Fortunately, the bear 
seems to be awakening. Witness the following from 
ARRL Bulletin 13, dated February 26: “ The FCC 
has shut down for 120 days the K7IJ repeater 
facility on Grizzly Peak in the San, Francisco Bay 
area. The FCC also told the licensee, Bruce 
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Wachtell of Carson City, Nevada, that his ham 
ticket could be in jeopardy. The FCC took the 
action by modifying K7IJ’s license to prohibit 
repeater operation starting midnight February 28, 
1999. The repeater operates on 145.29, 223.78, 
440.175, and 441.175 MHz. 


In related actions, the FCC also set aside recent 
license grants of four individuals accused of 
unlicensed operation on the repeater prior to 
obtaining their amateur tickets and other behavior. 
The cases, the first major VHF/UHF enforcement 
actions the FCC has taken in recent months, were 
brought to the Commission’s attention by the 
Amateur Auxiliary. 


The FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, said 
that for almost a year, the repeater’s control 
operator, identified as Blake B. Jenkins, N6YSA, 
of Berkeley, California, ‘’has apparently not only 
allowed, but encouraged, use of the repeater by 
unlicensed operators, rebroadcast of cordless 
telephone calls, playing of music, and profanity 
and obscenity.’’ He said extended QSOs have taken 
place between the control operator and unlicensed 
stations. 


Hollingsworth said the situation was brought 
to Wachtell’s attention, but nothing was done. He 
said Jenkins’ ‘’actions and omissions” while 
control operator were under separate FCC review, 
along with those of the secondary control op, 
Steven R. Rossi, KE6LNH, of Novato, California. 
The FCC set aside the recent license grants or 
upgrades of James C. Walker, KR6VAA; Gordon 
B. Reese III, KF6QKA; Michael J. Nichols, 
KF6UAS; and Eric B. Shuler, KF6BMG (ex- 
KF6UJU) pending further investigation. The FCC 
has permitted Reese, who just upgraded to Tech 
Plus, to retain his Technician operating privileges 
while its investigation continues. 


The FCC also issued warnings to two other 
individuals in the case.” 


There is a clear message here, both to those 
who abuse their operating privileges and to those 
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who do not properly control their repeaters. 
Hopefully, the next group to receive the FCC’s 
attentions will be those folks who cause willful 
interference through the operation of uncoordinated 
repeaters. 


Vienna 

Wireless 

Society 
Meetings: 7:30 pm the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month in the cafeteria of the 


Vienna Elementary School, 128 Center Street 
South, Vienna, VA 22180. 


Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm on 28.444 
MHz. Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 


28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.685(-). 

Repeaters: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(-). 
Information: Steven Karty, N5SK, president, 
(703) 938-5454; Programs: Mike Steussy, 
AEA4R, (703) 281-0010. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 418, Vienna, VA 22183 


The Vienna Wireless Society (VWS) Amateur 
Radio Club held both of its regularly-scheduled 
March meetings. 


At the 12 March meeting, Temp Titus, W4HZV, 
talked about HF digital modes and their 
capabilities, highlighting both levels of PACTOR. 
He also demonstrated HF E-mail with his portable 
station. 


Also at the 12 March meeting, I (Steven Karty, 
N5SK) mentioned a recent trip to Fort Monmouth, 
NJ, which was previously named Camp Alfred Vail 
in honor of the inventor of the Morse Code. I also 
visited the US Army Communications - Electronics 
Museum there and saw a handwritten laboratory 
notebook from Major Armstrong, which was 
opened to a section on his experiments in 
regeneration. 


The 26 March meeting brought a double treat. 
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After a quick business meeting, we had a pizza 
party and, while we were still munching, Bruno 
Pattan (one of our own members) described an 
interesting aspect of space travel - how to avoid 
all the junk floating in space. It involves a lot more 
than yelling “Look out!” He noted that various 
sensors can locate and track “space junk” down to 
pieces a few centimeters in diameter. His 
presentation included Viewgraphs of a multi- 
layered construction technique for the walls of 
space stations, to reduce impact damage, and also 
how to get used satellites out of the way of new 
ones. 


Training: Kurt Wehle, WA4SMI, started 
teaching a course to 11 students, mostly teen-agers, 
on 22 March at the Patrick Henry Library in 
Vienna, VA. Since this was more students than 
originally anticipated, the class moved to the 
Vienna Elementary School on 128 Center Street 
South for the next meeting on 5 April; the 29 March 
class was canceled because it was a school holiday. 


The course meets each Monday from 7 to 9 
PM in the Vienna Elementary School Music Room, 
and runs through the middle of June. This course 
now includes code, although originally it was 
supposed to be a “no-code” course. 


Boat Anchor Net: Kurt Wehle also announced 


' the successful launch of the Boat Anchor net on 


28.624-MHz. Everyone who can operate their 
vintage equipment on that frequency is encouraged 
to join the net at 8:30 PM on Thursdays. 


RECENT PROGRAMS: 


Following is the revised schedule of programs 
for future meetings: 


9 April: Joel Knoblock, W3RFC, from The 
R.F. Connection is scheduled to discuss proper 
techniques for connecting cables to connectors, 
including demonstrating a method for bonding 
cables to ground wires. 23 April: Regular meeting 
canceled for VWS Annual Banquet. This was 
postponed from 26 March, with John Kanode, 
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N4MM, ARRL Roanoke Division Director as guest 
speaker. 


FUTURE PROGRAMS: — 


14 May: VWS Repeaters 
28 May: Slide Show on Dayton Hamvention 
(tentative) 


73, Steven - NSSK 
karty @pressroom.com 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link. | 

Packet: N4SR 145.63 (DX packet cluster) 
Luncheon: Every Friday at noon. Check-in 
on 147.24 for location. 

Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4FQR 
224.78 (-), WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LJZ 
147.585 simplex PL-100 HZ 

Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 703/878- 
0697 

Web Page: http://www.pwceweb.com/wwi/ 


Woodbridge Wireless members are very busy 
with numerous events happening. Just a few of 
the events are highlighted below. Bob, K4RG is 
spear heading another Novice/technician class 
which continues through mid-May. WWI’s support 
of high school and collegiate Crew races on the 
Occoquan River lead by Carl, KB2ECN, is 
continuing each weekend through the end of May. 
More volunteers are needed. Over twenty WWI 
members are wrapping-up plans to go out to 
Dayton in a few weeks. Jim, KM4XG is working 
on the emergency portable repeater. 


Field Day Plarining is in full swing. THE MAY 


4 
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11th WWI MEETING WILL BE THE FIELD 
DAY PROGRAM with some very interesting video 
and slides in addition to the planning viewgraph 
presentation by Denis, W4DC. If you plan on 
helping with Field Day, try to make this meeting. 
As you know, Field Day is an emergency 
preparedness exercise - in Woodbridge Wireless it 
is also a tradition that started in 1970. A few field 
day highlights from the past include: 


1970 - First Woodbridge FD with a grand total 
of 288 Qs. 


1976 - First year for an OSCAR station set up 
by K4HWG (now W4AD). 


1981 - First solid state rig used (ICOM 701) 
on 40 meters. 1984 - First year for simultaneous 
SSB & CW operation, and first meeting of the 
“Hoadly Toadly’s’. 


1985 - World record QSO total for class 10A, 
first year for packet radio, and computer logging. 


1991 - An AX.25 packet radio LAN connecting 
the logging computers from the various bands to 
tent central. 


1996 - Military towers (rocket launchers) 
replaced the Rohn 25 towers. 


1998 - WWI breaks the 9A record, and the 
ICOM Fun Mobile joins us at Field day. 


Don’t forget, the dates are 26 and 27 June. We 
will be signing W4IY. Have fun and be safe. 


Lastly, the WWI 1999 San Andres Dxpedition 
Team (AA3KX, W4DC, N2PP, KSOF, WB4ZNH, 
WN4FVU, and WZ8P) is wrapping up post 


DXpedition tasks. By the time you read this, QSLs: 


should be printed and on the way in the mail for 


those who QSLed direct, and through the Buro later 


for everyone else (only HKOF contest QSOs). The 


Team thanks everyone for their help, support, and . 


contacts. There are many stories, photos and video 
to share, but for now, a short summary is in order. 
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SAN ANDRES ISLAND (OTA NA033) is a 
Caribbean island about 450 miles northwest of 
Colombia and 118 miles east of Nicaragua. 
Although San Andres and nearby Providencia 
belong to Colombia, together they constitute a 
separate DXCC entity with the prefix “HKO”. 


A very small place, it is only 1 to 2 miles wide 
and 12 miles long. It’s shaped like a sea horse 
with its tail pointing south. San Andres is noted 
for its natural beauty - beaches, clear waters, coral 
reefs, marine life, and pleasant 80 degree air and 
water temperatures. ; 


Still there are some challenges for travelers, 
like occasional blackouts (we had 5 during the 
ARRL phone contest) and some problems with the 
water. Sometimes fresh water is scarce, tap water 
is undrinkable, and we learned to take cold 
showers. But hey, what would a Dxpedition be 
without a few challenges? The Island lifestyle is 
easy-going, and the Islanders are very friendly and 
helpful. 


‘This DX/Contest expedition was field day style 
with the group erecting all the stations and antennas 
in the week prior to the contest. The equipment 
included two TS-450S transceivers and 2 Alpha 
78 PA’s. Before and after the contest, using the 
individual team member’s slant call signs, over 
1,000 RTTY, 3,000 CW and 1,500 phone contacts 
were made. 


During the 1999 ARRL DX SSB Contest, about 


11,800 phone QSOs were made. We met most of. 


the local HKO hams and left most of the antenna 
wire, radials, and coax to them. All QSLs are via 
W4DC. 


We will have a professional video to show at a 
future club meeting. Please see our web page for 
further DX/Contest expedition details: http:// 
www.pwcweb.com/wwi/DXpedition/ 


A log checker, photos, and plenty of other info 
are on the web page thanks to KSVG. 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur asso- 
ciated equipment is available to subscribers of 
Auto-Call at the rate of 5 cents per word with a 
$2.00 minimum. Commercial vendors and non- 
subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with a $5.50 
(1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
Spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but 
such ads will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a 
FAR club will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided 
with each ad but need not be published. No ads 


FOR SALE: Entire station for sale, includes 


_ Yaesu: FT 990 with all band width filters, Fl 7000 


solid state linear, SP 6 speaker and YH phones. 
MFJ: 3 KW Tuner J986, SWR analyzer J259, 
antenna switch J1704 and Dummy load J264. Heil 
phones with mike attached. Palomar Tuner. 
Bencher paddle key. Low pass filter. All in 
excellent working condition. All manuals, 
connecting cables and two trapped dipoles. Asking 
$ 1995.00. Will keep rig connected until sale. If 
interested call Dave KE4CYY at (703) 525-1563. 


~ WANTED: (1) Vibroplex Deluxe Semiautomatic 


keyer in WWII battleship gray (2) J-36 military 
keys by Vibroplex, Bunnell, Lionel, etc, (3) Coast 
Guard / Navy RM or MM Radio Officer’s speed 
key in carrying case — for private collection by 
senior Coast Guard officer. Also other straight keys 
/ bugs /keyers with naval history and incomplete / 
broken bugs for restoration parts. wb4rhb @arrl.net 
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will be accepted over the telephone and all ads 
must be prepaid. Ads that will be running for 
longer than 1 month must be accompanied by a 
letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. 


_ Since no effort is made to investigate advertis- 


ers, no warranty can be implied. Copy MUST 
be received by the Ist day of the month prior to 
the month of publication.Send all commercial 
and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales 
to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: Antenna Tuner MFJ 962 Versa Tuner 
1.5 KW, new condition, $60 firm. CW keys 
Bencher and straight, new condition, $25 each firm. 
Sharp PC-4501 computer, 256K ram, 720K floppy, 
exc. cond. $80/obo. Astatic mike, T-UG9 $8. 
khenders @ix.netcom.com, (703) 780-2939. 
N4HAM. 


FOR SALE by original owner: Furnished split- 
foyer single dwelling of about 2K sq. feet. having 
brick front and 1/2 sides plus double-insulated 
vinyl. Located on 1/4 acre in Lee District, close to 
Huntley Meadows Park and near Ft. Belvoir. Very 
quiet area w/no through traffic. House is A/C. 
Upper Level: 3 BR, 1 BA, | Ham Shack room; L/ 
R w fireplace; 10' X 10' fully equipped kitchen; D/ 
R leading to 115 sq. ft. deck; oak floors and W/W 
carpeting. Lower Level: 1 BA; Paneled rec. room; 
library w/fireplace; utility room w/W&D;.11 ft. 
workbench, etc, etc. Antenna. Farm: 30'.Rohn 
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grandfathered tilt - over tower (non-guyed) w/ 
Mosley Classic 36 6 element HF beam and CD 
rotator; 2m Ringo Ranger @ 33 ft; 4 element 2m 
beam & rotator; 18" satellite TV dish; Mosley 
ground-mounted vertical; trapped inverted HF “V” 
cables etc, with manuals. In Shack: Drake MN4 
matchbox; Kenwood TS820S H.F. w/analog-digital 
readouts; VFP ANC - 4 noise canceller; MJF Super 
Log Speech Processor; Azden PCS 7000H 50w 2m 
transceiver; DC power supply; manuals and 
numerous other items. (703) 780-5459 KA4MFF. 
jstreet42 @erols.eom. (05/99) 


WANTED: Tubes, 860, 861, and 4-1000A pulls. 


Tube manual (Vade Mecum) 1948, By P.H. Brans.: 


Also RCA 44BX microphone any condx. 
K4LJH @juno.com (540) 338-7845. [05/99] 


WANTED: Geiger counters, Geiger tubes similar 
to Raytheon CK1026 or any other Geiger-Muller 
tubes or radiation type detectors or items. New/ 
Old/Working or non-working. Write to: Lee 
K3ECD, 6337 Evelyn St., Harrisburg, PA 17111- 
4206 or call. (717) 564-4529 or. e-mail 
K3ECD @ worldnet.att.net. (06/99) 


FOR SALE: Vacuum tube sale - 375. All tested - 
in boxes, tube bases - 4 pin, 5 pin, Loctal, Octal, 
Novar, Compactron. Priced as follows: $3.50 each 
or them all for $3.25 each. “Les” Werling (301) 
662-4424 evenings. [05/99] 


FOR SALE: QST - 1944 through 1998 complete 
in mint condition plus 51 pre ’44 issues. Open- 
boxed for inspection and pick-up, $300. W3EE, 
Towson, MD (410) 828-7884. [04/99] 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 
DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- 


WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR ° 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 
73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen @erols.com 
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5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-6885 


“Rebuilt rotors for sale »* Parts (for US.-built rotors} 
« We buy used U.S. rotors, control units for CASE 


NORM JEWELER, WONRS 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Barry 
Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
5825 Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD 
21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. 


[SWP] | 


MAHLON LOOMIS _. 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 


SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 


P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


(07/99) } 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 


cn: 


STRAIGHT ADAPTER 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 


Code Tapes Code Keys Oscillators Instructor Guides all class needs with one call! 
QST VIEWS CD ROMs (List $39.95) Only $37 each: 1990-1994; 1985-1989; 1980-1984; 1975-1979;‘ 
1970-1974; 1965-1969; 1960-1964; 1950-1959; 1940-1949; 1930-1939; or 1915-1929. 
QST CD ROMs, 1998, 1997, 1996 or 1995 (List $19.95) Only $18.50 each. 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, 1999! (List $49.95) Only $39.00! 
Latest Edition! QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. 
1999 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. 
NEW! 1999-2000 ARRL Repeater Directory (List $8) Only $7.40, 10-up $6.95 each. 
New improved On-Line Catalog at “www.jwoservices.com” with easy to use shopping cart, automated 
order form, and greater security for your credit card. . 
E-Mail address: johnw3is @igateway.com 


JWO SERVICES 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp. Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Over 10 years of excellent service Worldwide Shipments. 


around the world! = : ™! We also accept Novus 
re & Discover cards! 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. 
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Auto Call Production Policy : 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET: johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet’’johnqueen @ aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen @aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. — 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 


determining space requirements, figure about 700 


words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 


Photographs should depict club members, club sta-_ 


tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 


will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. — 
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QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


I” US ag ct ge re a ee eT ee ae rr 


i MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
5 Name: Call: 


| Address: 
I City: State: Zip: 


| $34 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 in the US, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $28. $47 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Persons under 22 may qualify for special rates, write 
for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for membership. 


f 
y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
i Signature: Expires: 


i a os ee ae 
Atlantic Division Director . . Roanoke Division Director 
Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League John Kanode, N4MM 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. 1741 Old Chapel Road 


i Paoli, PA 19301 . Boyce, VA 22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newi n gton, CT. 0 6 1 1 1 U SA Phone: (540) 837-1340 


| 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: | New fa Renewal | |citt 


For al, year ils years, Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 
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Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: PAT ae 
or Amateur Radio an : Bay 
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